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The Service of Evening Prayer contrasts the images of light and darkness as a way 
to describe the light of Christ entering a dark world. The presence of Christ entering 
the sanctuary at evening is symbolized by the candle entering the sanctuary during 
the opening verses. The songs depict a hopeful congregation looking to Christ to 
deliver them from the darkness of the world as they send up the incense of repentant 
prayer to God. 
Welcome 

Prelude 

Opening Verses 
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Collect 

P:Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing 
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may 
glorify You forever. 

C: Amen 

Hymn TLH 73 Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates 

Reading 1 Kings 11:1-10 
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of 

Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the 
nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not 
enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn 
away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. He had 700 wives, 
who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. For 
when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his 
heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord 
and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his father had done. Then Solomon built 
a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination 
of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. And so he did for all his 
foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away 
from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice and had 
commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he 
did not keep what the Lord commanded. 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Reading Matthew 13:38-42 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we 

wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

7 



 
prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets 
C: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon 

Offering
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Litany 

 
P:For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy. 
P:For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord.  
C: Lord have mercy. 
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P:For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the church, and for all the people, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy. 
P:For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Lord have mercy. 
P:For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy. 
P: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P:For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us pray to 
the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks 
to the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Help save comfort and defend us gracious Lord. 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C: To You, O Lord. 

Collect for Peace 

P: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments and also that we, being 
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defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen 

Benedicamus  

 
Benediction  

 
Closing Hymn TLH 339 All Hail The Power of Jesus’ Name vs 1-4 
CPH Liturgy License 1382 
Advent series based on Who Is Jesus? By Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing 
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