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Sunday, December 31 

First Sunday After Christmas 
 

Prelude  
 
Welcome to Concordia!                               Vacancy Pastor Team: 
          Rev. Mark Brockhoff, Emeritus - Rev Chris Kolupa Assistant Pastor 
  
Opening Hymn      "Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love"     Maroon Hymnal # 900 
                    
Invocation         Maroon Hymnal pg 184 

  
P:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

 
    P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

 sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

 P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
 C:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord 
 C:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 All:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, 
 confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
 offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
 punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
 them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 



 the holy, innocent, bitter  sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
 Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
 being. 
 

P:  Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
 and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
 you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Introit         
 

P: The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
C:  And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  
 

(Sung to the tune  of Joy to the World, The Lord is Come) 
 

1  To our Almighty Maker, God,         2.   He spoke the word to Abram first; 
    New honors be addressed;               His truth fulfils the grace; 
    His great salvation     The Gentiles make 
    shines abroad,           His Name their trust 
    And makes the nations blest.               And learn his holy righteousness. 
    And wonders of His love,                   And wonders of His love,     
    And wonders of His love:               And wonders of His love: 
    And wonders, wonders of His love.        And wonders, wonders of His love. 
  
3  Let the whole earth          4.   All praise to You, incarnate Lord 
    His love proclaim         All glory ever be. 
    With all its diff'rent tongue!     All praise to You, incarnate Lord       
    And spread the glories      To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
    of Christ’s reign          Now and throughout eternity 
    In melodies of joyous strain.     And wonders of His love:       
    And wonders of His love,         And wonders of His love:        
    And wonders, wonders of His love.   And wonders, wonders of His love
        



            
R: The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
C: and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  
 
Kyrie         Maroon Hymnal pg 186 

Gloria in Excelsis                  Maroon Hymnal pg 187 

The Salutation and Collect  

P: The Lord be with you  
C: And with your spirit. 

 
P: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
 incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.  
C: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like 
 us. 
 
P: Make it so by Your will Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,  
C: Your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 90  "O God, Our Help in Ages Past"          Maroon Hymnal 733 
                     verses 1-3 
 
The First Reading is taken from the sixty-first and sixty-second chapter of 
Isaiah:    

    I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 
brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the 
nations. 
 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as 



a burning torch. The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings 
your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord 
will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God.              
                 Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

                               
R: This is the Word of the Lord.            
C: Thanks be to God.         
  
The Gradual  "Our God Our Help in Ages Past"        Maroon Hymnal 733 
                  verses 4 & 5 

 
The Epistle Reading is from fourth chapter of Galatians: 

 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Galatians 4:4–7 
R: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
  
The Triple Alleluia        Maroon Hymnal pg 190 
 
C: (sung)  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.               
 
P: My eyes have seen your salvation; a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel. 
  
C: (sung)  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.      

 

 



The Gospel Reading  

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter: 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit 
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 
         “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 
       And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” 
      And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 
from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 
day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
      And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.       
                Luke 2:22–40 



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
The Nicene Creed 

 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Hymn       "The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace"     Maroon Hymnal # 580 
                  
Sermon  
“Lord God, You have appointed me as a Bishop and Pastor in Your Church, but you see how 
unsuited I am to meet so great and difficult a task. If I had lacked Your help, I would have ruined 
everything long ago. Therefore, I call upon You: I wish to devote my mouth and my heart to you; 
I shall teach the people. I myself will learn and ponder diligently upon Your Word.  Use me as 
Your instrument -- but do not forsake me, for if ever I should be on my own, I would easily wreck 
it all. Amen” 

A SACRISTY PRAYER BY MARTIN LUTHER 

 

Offering Voluntary    "In the Bleak Midwinter"     Emily Giannotta 
                            Tina Niehus 



The Offertory                  Maroon Hymnal pg 192 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

The Order of Holy Communion                           Maroon Hymnal pg  194-198  
 

Distribution Hymn     "Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face"                                                  
            Maroon Hymnal # 631 
 

Nunc Dimittis        Maroon Hymnal pg 199 
 

Thanksgiving       Maroon Hymnal pg 200 
  
P: O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good 
C:  And His mercy endures forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P: O God, the Father, the fount and source of all goodness, who in loving-
 kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
 for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
C:   We ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
 hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled 
 constantly to serve You;  
 

P: Make it so by Your will Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,  
C:   Your Son, and our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Salutation  
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And with your spirit. 
 

The Benedicamus 
 

P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction                                                               Maroon Hymnal pg 202 



 

Closing Hymn        "Another Year is Dawning"           

 
  1.   Another year is dawning, 
   dear Father, let it be     
   in working or in waiting, 
   another year with thee. 
   Another year of progress 
   Another year of praise, 
   Another year revealing 
   Your presence through our ways. 
 
  2. Another year of mercies,  
        of faithfulness and grace,  
   Another year of gladness  
   Under Your shining face; 
      Another year inclining   
        Upon Your loving breast; 
      Another year of trusting,  
        of quiet, happy rest. 
  
  3.  Another year of service,   
   witnessing for Your love, 
   Another year of hoping,   
   for holier work above. 
   Another year is dawning,  
   dear Father, let it be 
   On earth, or else in heaven,   
   another year for Thee. 
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